
National Center for Education Statistics

College Navigator

Tara Lawley

National Center for 
Education Statistics 
(NCES)

Federal Committee on 
Statistical Methodology 
Conference

October 23, 2024



National Center for Education Statistics 2

Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System 
(IPEDS) Data Tools
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About the IPEDS Data Tools
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IPEDS Data Tools Resources
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IPEDS resource pages/brochures and NCES blog posts
Resource Pages/Brochures NCES Blog
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IPEDS data tools and functionality

https://nces.ed.gov/blogs/nces/post/using-ipeds-data-available-tools-and-considerations-for-use 

https://nces.ed.gov/blogs/nces/post/using-ipeds-data-available-tools-and-considerations-for-use
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College Navigator



National Center for Education Statistics 9



National Center for Education Statistics

Development and Goals

10

• College Navigator replaced the College Opportunities Online Locator (COOL) in 2007. It is the U.S. 
Department of Education’s primary source for comparing postsecondary institutions that participate in 
federal student financial aid programs. 

• The purpose of Navigator is to:
– Inform students and families about college options
– Provide consumer disclosures in simple and understandable terms
– Ensure that information is up-to-date, useful, and relevant

• In 2008, the Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA) detailed several new data requirements to be 
included on the College Navigator website. Most of the data included on the site are collected through 
IPEDS. 
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Use Cases
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Students can find college 
options by filtering on 

important criteria, such as 
location and financial aid

Families can use the multi-
year tuition calculator and 
net price calculator tools to 
make a budget for going to 

college

School counselors can 
create a list of colleges that 

offer specific academic 
programs based on a 

student’s interests
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Statistics Included
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Total tuition and fees

Average cost of living
 

Total and average financial aid

Average cost after financial aid

Cost Student characteristics Consumer information

Total enrollment, disaggregated 
by student characteristics

Retention and graduation rates, 
disaggregated by student 

characteristics

Costs, financial aid, retention, and 
graduation rates for veterans

Number of degrees awarded by 
major each year

Number of students in varsity 
athletic programs*

Number of on-campus crimes for 
past three years*

Loan default rates for past three 
years*

* Data collected through other Department of Education data collections
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Data Sources
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Integrated Postsecondary Education Data 
System (IPEDS)

Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE)

Federal Student Aid (FSA)

Data Sources
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Quality Control
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Compare data to prior years of 
data

Compare data to expected high 
and low values

Check values across survey 
components

Edits within the Data 
Collection System

Post-collection follow up with 
institutions

Feedback and training for 
institutions

Review of missing and outlier 
data

Review of text-based responses

Data Feedback Reports sent to 
data providers and to institutional 

CEOs

Training on public uses of IPEDS 
data

Training on benchmarking

* Data collected through other Department of Education data collections
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Map and Program Search Features

16



National Center for Education Statistics 17

Demonstration
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Next Steps
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Work with the National Postsecondary 
Education Cooperative (NPEC) to identify 

future improvements to the College Navigator 
based on commissioner research

NPEC Research User Experience Research

User experience research planned for all 
IPEDS data tools to help:

Identify audiences

Streamline tools
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