
Boost Students’ Civic 
and Statistical Literacy: 
Discover Classroom 
Resources with the 
U.S. Census Bureau
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Agenda

• What is the Statistics in School (SIS) Program?
• Activities Overview
• Additional SIS Resources
• Spreading the Word
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Census in Schools 2000 and 2010
K-12 program in the U.S., Puerto 
Rico, and the Island Areas (Guam, 
American Samoa, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands)

 Printed maps 
 Kits and lessons 
 CIS Week materials
 Family take-home pages
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What is Statistics in Schools?
• Statistics in Schools (SIS) is an education program 

fueled by the U.S. Census Bureau and created by 
teachers, for teachers.

• The program leverages census data to create 
engaging, free, and easily downloadable 
classroom activities for students in grades K 
through 12.

• SIS is an ongoing program that teachers across the 
country have been using since 2014, with more 
than 200 available resources. 
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SIS Program Goals

• Educate the public, specifically by improving 
statistical literacy of students.

• Demonstrate applicability and utility of statistics 
and statistical concepts in educational 
activities.

• Increase the Census Bureau’s brand recognition.

• Improve the public’s familiarity with the work of 
the Census Bureau.

• Encourage public cooperation in Census Bureau 
surveys and censuses.
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Statistics in Schools 
Activities
• English
• Math
• Social Studies
• Geography
• Sociology
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• Elementary School
Narratives and Names: This activity serves as an introduction to a 
narrative writing assignment. Teachers give students an overview of 
the Census Bureau and students complete a quick write about their 
name and its history.

• Middle School
Numbers That Tell a Story: Using the State Facts for Students data tool, 
students explore data about their state and voice their opinions on 
how the population has changed over time.

• High School
"To Kill a Mockingbird“ - An Introduction to 1930s America: This activity 
teaches students about the setting of Harper Lee’s famous novel “To 
Kill a Mockingbird,” which takes place during 3 years (1933–1935) of 
the Great Depression.

English Activities
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Quick Glance: 
Narratives and Names
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• Elementary School
 "I Have a Dream" – Learning About Martin Luther King Jr.:  Students analyze 

census data and graphs that demonstrate how certain aspects of the lives 
of African-Americans have changed since civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King Jr. delivered his “I Have a Dream” speech in 1963.

• Middle School
 Voting Trends in America, 1964-2020:  Students will analyze bar and line 

graphs showing the percentages of people (by race, age, sex, region, and 
education) who voted in elections between 1964 and 2020.

• High School
 The Progressives and the 1920 Census:  Students interpret and analyze a 

political cartoon about the 1920 Census to better understand how the 
census was related to the Progressive movement of the early 20th century.

History/Social Studies Activities
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Quick Glance:
“I Have a Dream”
Learning About 
Martin Luther King Jr.
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• Elementary School
Changes in My State: Students learn about their state as they 
collect and organize business information using State Facts for 
Students, a U.S. Census Bureau data tool.

• Middle School
Fitting a Line to Data - Earnings and Educational Attainment: 
Students investigate census data on the relationship between 
earnings and different levels of educational attainment by creating 
a scatter plot, adding an approximate line of best fit to the plot, 
and judging the line’s accuracy.

• High School
Analyzing Relationships: Marriage, Divorce, and Linear Regression: 
Students examine census data on marriage and divorce rates for 
women and men in each state and the District of Columbia.

Math Activities
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Quick Glance: 
How Does Our Class 

Compare?
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• Elementary School
Examining Changes to the Environment Through Pictures 
and Data:  Students examine how human actions and 
population changes can affect the environment by 
examining a series of photographs that compare famous 
landmarks across time.

• Middle/High School
Analyzing Correlations of Education and Income:  Students 
explore maps containing census data from 1950 through 
2000 and analyze how education levels and median 
household incomes have changed over time.

Geography Activities
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Quick Glance:
Examining Changes to the Environment Through Pictures and Data
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Quick Glance:
Examining Changes to the Environment Through Pictures and Data
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Sociology Activity Examples

16

Poverty in America
• Students will explore census data, including infographics and 

reports, to better understand rates of poverty in the nation.

The Modern Family: Changes in Structure and Living Arrangements in 
the United States
• Students will learn why families are important social institutions and 

how family structures, household sizes, and living arrangements 
have changed substantially since the 1970s.
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Quick Glance:
How Times 
Have 
Changed:  An 
Analysis of 
Young Adults
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Statistics in Schools 
Resources
• State Facts for Students
• Fun Facts
• Warm-Up Activities
• Kahoot! Games
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Fun Facts
• Student-friendly handouts that tie 

Census Bureau statistics to holidays, 
anniversaries, and other observances.

• Designed to be used at varying grade 
levels and across different subjects.

• Teaching guide with suggested activity 
ideas for each grade band.
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5 Minute Challenge Warm-Up Activities
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• What Is the Hispanic or Latino 
Population in Your State?

• Apportionment Map
• Exploring Centers of Population 

Through the Decades
• Honoring Those Who Served
• How Many U.S. Representatives 

Does Your State Have?
• Voter Participation
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5-Minute Challenge: 
What is the Hispanic or Latino Population in Your State?
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Question Examples: 
1. How many states had Hispanic or 

Latino populations that accounted 
for 25.0 or more percent of their 
total population? 

2. How many states had Hispanic or 
Latino populations that made up 
only a 5.0 percent or less portion 
of their population?
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Kahoot! Fast Facts
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Top 5 games by participating players:

• Hispanic Heritage Month Trivia 
• Learn About U.S. Holidays 
• Making Herstory: Celebrating Women’s History Month
• Shamrocks and Clovers: Celebrate Irish American Heritage Month 
• Test Your Knowledge on Facts About Black History

309.2K current players and 104.2K current plays
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SIS Outreach
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Email Marketing and Social Media for Partners and 
Educators
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SIS Teacher Ambassador Program
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• What: A corps of teacher champions 
who serve as advocates for using 
census data in the classroom.

• Who: K-12 teachers, Librarians, 
Counselors, Math Instructional 
Specialists, Curriculum Specialists, and 
Substitutes

• Where: The Ambassador Program 
currently has 53 active ambassadors 
across 32 states and territories
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SIS National Education Partners

• Ongoing relationships with 
37 national education partners:
• National Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics
• National Council of Geographic 

Education
• American Sociological 

Association
• Association for Middle Level 

Education
• iCivics
• Department of Defense Education 

Activity (DoDEA)
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Social Media and Blog Posts
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Thank You!
For More Information

Contact Statistics in Schools:
statsinschools@census.gov

301-763-4030
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