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What are Experimental Data Products?

• Innovative statistical products created using new data sources 
or methodologies to fill unmet needs

• Focus on transparency, timeliness and relevance
• Less focus on other traditional metrics of data quality, like 

response rates
• Communication of data quality is key
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FCSM Data Quality Framework
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Current Experimental Data Products
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More Experimental Data Products
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Even More Experimental Data Products
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Former Experimental Products – Now Official 
Products
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Demographic High-Frequency Surveys (DHFS) 
Program
• Borne out of the COVID era to address an emergent need for real-time data 
• Distinguished from other survey operations by a streamlined survey lifecycle 

facilitated by a lighter infrastructure for instrument development, data processing, 
and dissemination

• DHFS projects have at least one of these characteristics:
 Rapid Response: rapidly developed and deployed to produce near real-time data 

to support emergent events that impact the social and/or economic well-being of 
the U.S. public (e.g., the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2008 housing market collapse) 

 High Frequency: produces data released on a high-frequency, cyclical basis when 
there is a need to measure rapidly changing circumstances

• Produces data on a time-limited basis; once the events prompting the needs have 
passed, the content is moved off the survey; not intended as a permanent data 
collection vehicle
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DHFS: From Emergent to Established
• DHFS has grown beyond the early days of COVID:

o Formally funded since FY2023 to meet ongoing needs for high-frequency 
and/or rapid-response statistics on broad topics of interest

o Building a sustainable structure to enable rapid deployment of surveys or 
production of non-survey data products as national, regional, or state-level 
events demand

• High-frequency and rapid-response outcomes supplement data collected via 
established benchmark surveys  

• Continue to build on partnerships with other Federal statistical agencies to 
develop a central service hub and associated assets that enable agencies to meet 
rapid-response data needs as they arise
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The Original DHFS: Household Pulse Survey 
• The Household Pulse Survey (HPS) was developed to address the need for ongoing and more timely 

insight into the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on American households
• The initial survey was developed in collaboration with five other federal agencies. The list now includes 20 

agencies/offices

• Data collection was initially completed in one-week cycles using a single mode (the internet) with contact 
via email and SMS; this pace was moved to two-weeks and then monthly to balance urgency and burden

• A sample of one million households was selected for each cycle. At the end of each cycle, the data were 
processed, and estimates released at national and state levels and for the 15 largest metropolitan areas, 
enabling policy-makers to track dynamics across multiple dimensions in near real time

• As the pandemic persisted survey questions were revised, removed or added as needs changed

• HPS represented a new approach for producing Federal statistics that are timely and relevant, while 
preserving the integrity and transparency for which Federal statistics are known 

• Designated an experimental efforts and accepting that output may not meet traditional quality standards
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HPS Partners
While funding for the HPS is appropriated to the Census Bureau and the survey is managed by 
Census staff, we actively engage with multiple agencies who assist us in identifying data needs.

Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS)
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB)
Department of Defense (DOD)
Energy Information Administration (EIA)
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD)
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB)
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS)

National Center for Immunization and Respiratory 
 Diseases (NCIRD)
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH)
Office of the Surgeon General (OSG)
USDA Economic Research Service (USDA-ERS)
USDA Food and Nutrition Service (USDA-FNS)
The White House Council of Economic Advisers 
(CEA)
The White House Domestic Policy Council (DPC)
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HPS Past and Present Content
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Basic demographics
Age, race, Hispanic origin, marital status, educational attainment
SOGI (Census/OMB/DPC)
Disability status (NCHS/CDC)
Armed forces status (DOD)

Employment and spending questions
Employment and employment income (BLS/Census)
Spending source of funds (BLS)
Series on expenditures and price increases (BLS) 
Telework (BTS)
Child Care Arrangements (HHS-ASPE)
Ability to pay energy bills (EIA)

Food security questions
Past and current food sufficiency (USDA-ERS)
Free meals (USDA-ERS)
SNAP receipt (USDA-ERS)
Access to Infant Formula (USDA-FNS)

Health questions
Health insurance (NCHS/Census) 
Vaccination receipt (CDC/HHS-ASPE)
Children’s vaccination receipt (CDC/HHS-ASPE)

Long COVID (NCHS)
COVID Testing and Diagnosis (HHS-ASPE)
COVID Treatments (HHS-ASPE)
Pediatric Mental Health and Treatment (MCHB)
Difficulty with Self Care (NCHS)

Housing questions
Tenure (HUD)
Living quarters (HUD) 
Rent and mortgage current payment status (HUD) 
Eviction and foreclosure expectations (HUD)
Months behind on rent/mortgage (CFPB)
Feelings of pressure to move (HUD)
Energy usage in home (EIA)

Education questions
K-12 Enrollment (NCES)

Effects of Natural Disasters (Census)

Other
Social Isolation Indicators (OSG)
Participation with the Arts (NEA)
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Interactive Data Tool – Displaced Last Year by Natural Disaster
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Detailed Food Table 3 – Recent Food Insufficiency for Households
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Communicating Data Quality
• The Census Bureau and its federal statistical partners are considered the preeminent source of the nation's 

most important benchmark surveys.  Many of these surveys have been ongoing for more than 80 years and 

provide valuable insight on social and economic trends.

• The production of these benchmark surveys is by nature a highly deliberative process. The process to release 

the data from these surveys can take months, sometimes years, before data are made publicly available.

• The approach for the Household Pulse Survey is different: it is designed to be a short-turnaround instrument 

that provides valuable data with a short turn-around time. The Census Bureau is fielding the Household 

Pulse Survey as a part of the agency’s Experimental Data Series; as such, data products may not meet some 

of the Census Bureau’s statistical quality standards. Data are subject to suppression based on overall 

response and disclosure avoidance thresholds.
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Household Pulse Resources

• Main Page 
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey.html

• Data Tables 
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey/data/tables.html

• PUF 
• https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey/data/datasets.html

• Data Tool 
• https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/#/

• Experimental Data Page 
• https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products/household-pulse-survey.html
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